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Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit 

Za^'Ofd v ji'iiipi 23 ■ 

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). in no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
-♦iter SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- If ihe pe'iod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

M NO period fur leply is specified above, 'he maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing dnte oMhis communist".,,, 
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 u.S.C 3 133, 
:\. _ ,, ,. t r f) . ,„ (-., th,. Offi'v later than rhref months : iftpr the minima date of" this rommuniaitton even if timelv filed may reduce : mv 
-.u'luo |-dt«n! temi t i(J|usin enl See J7 CFR 1 704(b.i 

Status 

1)C Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3)H Since this application is in condition tor allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4>H Claimfs) 1-2? is. are pending in the application 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E Claim(s) 18-27 is/are allowed. 

6) E) Claim(s) 1.3,4.67,9 and 13 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 2.5.8,10-12 and 14-17 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are aO accepted or bO objected *o by the Examiner. 

Applicant iray not request that any objection to the drawmgis- be held ir abeyance See 3~ CFR 1 85t a ; 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is a)D approved b)C disapproved by the Examiner 

* approved corrected drawings are required in -ep ! y to tnis Office action 

12) H The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) G Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 lj Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

1 3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) H Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) H The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) 11] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority undei 35 U S C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1., □ Notice Df References Cited ^ 0-892: 4 □ inter.. evv Summary .PTC-413. Pioe' Uo s>. 

^ ^ Notice ot uiattspersons Patent Drawing Review ( FTO-94b. 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application -.PTO-152; 

^ inrum.dtiun Disuosuie Stdiementibj i.PTO-144yj Paper No^s.j c; I — I Otnef 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 US C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action 

A fVI^Mi >ball W L-lillllcJ U ; a iMkl! :HiIl^> 

;l . ua> .Ic^liKM ih a patent ^lai,uA vMi an appll^HKMi KM patent b\ aiiollict filed 111 the 1 inkA 

Males hcUMC the imeiitii'M iIk'IVuI'U the applicant. Km patent, el on all l ! He! I la tioi lal application b\ anothc! who 

|hl filled the icejiiiicineiiN M'paUL'Mphs < 1 > A ■ and A ■ of uviiai, ^ " b c > A ' his tide be At c iS ic inwiiiKM, 
theicnfln die applicant tor patent 

The changes made to 35 US C 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 
( A1PA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not ( 1) filed on or after November 29. 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b) Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) prior to the amendment 
b\ the A1PA (pre-AlPA 35 U S C 102(e)) 

Claim* 1- 3. 4, u-7. 13 are rejected under 55 U S ( K.)2(e) as being anticipated by Xu et 
at. (6,404,492) 

\> to claims I and 3. Xu disclo>es a light source apparatus and measurement method, 
comprising, 

during a first time interval separating a first spectral band of a plurality of spectral bands. 

directing the first spectral band to a photodetector while preventing the spectral bands in 
the plurality of spectral bands other than the first spectral band from reaching the photodetector, 
and 

ueneratmu with a \\a\elenuth monitoring circuit a first signal representing a characteristic 
of a modulated or un-modulated patter of light in the spectral band, and 
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repeating the steps during a second and subsequent time interval(s) (col 5, lines 1-20. 
lines 27-3 I . col 0. lines 40-45. and col 7. lines 20-25 ) 

A> to claims 4 and 7, Xu discloses e\ ervthmg claimed, as applied above, in addition the 
signals represent optical power levels (col. 7, lines 20-25). 

As to claim 6, Xu discloses a light source apparatus and measurement method, 
comprising: 

an optical train; 

a photodetector; 

a routing mechanism. 

an electrical circuit coupled to the photodetector. and 

an a control circuit coupled to the routing mechanism to cause only a first selected 
spectral band to be directed to the photodetector during a first time interval and to cause only a 
second spectral band to be directed to the photodetector during a second time interval (col 5. 
lines 1-20, lines 27-31, col. 6. lines 40-45, and col. 7, lines 20-25). 

As to claim 13, Xu discloses everything claimed, as applied above, in addition the 
optical tram includes a dispersive element (4. col 5. line 28). 



Claim Rejections - .?5 L SC $ 103 

The tollouing is a quotation of 35 [ S C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a ) A patent may not he obtained thoimh the myention is not identically disclosed or described as set torth in 
>eclion iu2 ol tins Ulle. if the differences between the subject mutter sought to be patented arid the prior art aie 
such thai the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the tune the invention was made to a person 
haxiim ordman skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains Patcntabiht\ shall not be neuatixed h\ the 
manner m which the invention was made 
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Claim 0 is rejected under 35 U S C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Xu et ai 
(6J04 % 492) 

As to claim 9, Xu discloses everything claimed, as applied above, in addition the control 
circuit caused the routing mechanism to select each of the plurality of wavelengths sequentially 
(col 7. lines 1-25). Xu differs in that spectral bands are not specifically selected m a round-robin 
fashion, however since wavelengths are sequentially varied and since a round-robin tashion 
would arrange the signals in a cycle to ensure that only one signal is received by the detector, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to send 
the signals in a round-robin fashion. 




Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1S-27 are allow able over the prior art of record 

Claims 2. 5. 8. 10-12. and 14-17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any interv ening claims 

The followinu is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter the 
prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to disclose or render obvious generating, 
durinu a first time interval a signal representing the combined optical pow er of the spectral bands 
other than the first spectral band. SONET frames, a plurality of dynamically routing elements 
controlled to direct the spectral bands during specified time periods 
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Conclusion 

The prior an made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure 

Klinger ei al (6J9LX60) disclose an optical shutter spectrometer 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 have been considered but are moot m 
view of the new ground( s) of rejection 

Fax/Telephone Information 

\n\ iiK|uir\ concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zandra V Smith w hose telephone number is (703) 30>-777b 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 a m - 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner bv telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Frank G Font can be reached on (703)308-4881 The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703 ) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final communications 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this ap/Tliqition or proceeding 
*hould be dnected lo the ivccptioni>t who>e telephone number i* ( 7 o3) 3 (I* 



Zajhdra V Smiths 
Examiner 
Vrt Unit 2877 
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